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Welcome to the 2020 MARS Great Meadow International.  Although we have run 

the competition since the inception of GMI, this year brings new challenges to the 

point where it feels reinvented. 

  

As riders ourselves, we know that eventers are part of a larger community of 

supporters.  Event riders have a team of people behind them helping them be 

their best: from veterinarians, coaches, and farriers, to their personal network of 

friends, family, partners, and fellow riders.  

  

But event riders are also part of a larger community from the national 

associations that protect the sport, businesses who support the sport, property 

owners who make the sport happen, to event organizers who promote the sport. 

There are thousands of people who support each and every one of you to get you 

to this point. 

  

Recognizing this, we wanted to celebrate the sport, not only by providing the best 

venue and footing, best officials and course design, amazing ground and fences, 

but by inviting the community to celebrate what we all love: open space, 

eventing, horses, and the wonderful people who are part of this community. 

  

Our title sponsor, MARS Equestrian, is an exemplary brand that is dedicated to 

conservation, and is a perfect fit as the title sponsor for the Great Meadow 

International. The sport of eventing, and all equestrian pursuits, depend on the 

preservation of open space, and in that common bond, MARS is a most welcome 

partner for this historic horse community. 

  

Our other sponsors come from local and national networks and all bring 

something special to this event.  Please recognize and support them. 

  

Although the pandemic forced cancellation of our signature hospitality tent, we 

hope that the pivot towards an elegant tailgating experience provides a festive 



 
 
and enjoyable atmosphere for you, your owners, and connections.  Our sport 

could not survive without the generosity of our owners, and, we hope that by 

enhancing the competition with hospitality options, your owners and connections 

will enjoy themselves. 

  

We owe many people thanks in this endeavor:  

  

Thank you to our volunteers without which this sport would not exist. 

  

Thank you to our officials.  As an FEI competition, our mandate is to protect the 

safety and welfare of the horse athlete.  The OC and FEI officials have done 

everything possible to ensure that your equine partners have a wonderful 

experience at MARSGMI, too.  We trust that your partnership with your horse, 

whether new or forged over many years, will guide you throughout the weekend 

to ensure that the best decisions are made so that everyone comes home safe. 

  

Thank you to our all volunteer organizing committee and event and competition 

management.  They are a small but dedicated committee that has been selected 

for the scope and variety of their experience.  They have worked tirelessly for 

many years so that you could compete here. 

  

And lastly, thank you to the Great Meadow Foundation for seeing the opportunity 

to run upper level eventing at this site, creating the world class venue needed to 

run it, and carrying GMI to this point. 

  

At the end of the day, we are all lovers of the open space, the sport, the horses 

and this community.  We hope that you have a wonderful experience here at 

Great Meadow. 

  

David O’Connor and Darrin Mollett 

Organizers, MARS Great Meadow International 

   



 
 

 
 



 
 

Restrictions on Entry 
 
PLEASE NOTE that anyone who: 
 
1.   exhibits COVID-19 symptoms 
2.   has tested positive for COVID-19 within the previous two weeks, or 
3.  anyone who has been in contact with someone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 within the previous two weeks 
may not enter the show grounds (There is an exception for healthcare personnel). 
  
Daily self-temperature monitoring will be required for everyone (volunteers, 
officials, competition staff, sponsors, and service providers) prior to entering the 
show grounds. Any individual with a temperature of 99.5°F or higher, may not 
enter the show grounds. 
 

 

 
 
Face Masks/Face Covering 
Requirement:  UPDATE: Face masks/face coverings must be worn at all times 
when on the competition grounds except when mounted on a horse or seated in a 



 
 
horse-drawn carriage or cart. Please do your part and wear your face mask/face 
covering as required. 

● Because you cannot predict when another person may be within six feet 
of you, it is best to keep your face mask/face covering with you at all times 
while on competition grounds, including those times when you are going 
to an area where you may be alone or at a greater distance than six feet 
from another person. This will ensure that you are able to apply your face 
mask/face covering prior to being within six feet of another person. 

● Make sure you are wearing your face mask/face covering prior to entering 
competition areas where you are likely to be near other people, including 
areas such as the in-gate, arena, schooling area, restroom, food stand, 
show office, vendors, stabling, etc. 

● If you become hot while wearing your face mask/face covering, move to a 
location where you are alone or at a distance greater than six feet from 
another person (and preferably 12 feet or more), and lower or drop one 
side of your face mask/face covering to cool off. 

● If an official, competition organizer or member of the organizer’s team 
requires you to don a face mask/face covering, you must comply. The 
competition organizer can impose more stringent requirements than those 
contained in the Plan. 

  

Social Distancing 
Requirement:  All individuals must practice social distancing (or physical 
distancing) at all times while on the competition grounds by staying at least six 
feet (about two arms’ length) from any person who is not a member of their 
immediate household. Exception: social distancing is not required while 
competing (including warm-up) in driving classes where more than one 
participant is seated in a horse-drawn carriage or cart. 

● An immediate household is comprised of individuals who may or may not 
be related but are consistently living in the same house or dwelling. 

● Members of an immediate household are still required to wear face 
masks/face coverings when there is a possibility of being within six feet of 
any other individuals, including members of their own household.  

● Competition organizers are encouraged to implement a system that 
visually (e.g., numbered or colored IDs or some other form of credential) 
identifies members of the same immediate household. 

● If a competition organizer requires that everyone on the show grounds 
respect social distancing for the consistency of enforcement, you must 



 
 

comply with this requirement. The competition organizer can impose more 
stringent requirements than those contained in the Plan. 

  
The Competition Organizer has the authority under USEF GR 702.1 and GR914 to 
remove from the facility any person who does not comply with the regulations 
and requirements in effect at the competition.  See USEF rules for details: 
https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/XhKGVYiiwTA/usef-covid-19-action-plan-for-ope
rating 
 
 
Please review the informational resources provided below for additional 
information. 
 
Informational Resources: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-What-You-Can-
Do-High-Risk.pdf 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs
.pdf 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/StayHomeFromWork.pdf 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/sick-with-2019-nCoV-fact-
sheet.pdf 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention-H.pd
f 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-What-You-Can-
Do-High-Risk.pd 
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/wash-your-hands-fact-sheet-508.pdf 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/cloth-face-covering-buildi
ng-entrance.pdf 
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/wash-your-hands-poster-english-508.pdf 
 
Other Plans: 
https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/XhKGVYiiwTA/usef-covid-19-action-plan-for-ope
rating 
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331764/WHO-2019-nCoV-Mass_G
atherings_Sports-2020.1-eng.pdf 

 

https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/XhKGVYiiwTA/usef-covid-19-action-plan-for-operating
https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/XhKGVYiiwTA/usef-covid-19-action-plan-for-operating
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-What-You-Can-Do-High-Risk.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-What-You-Can-Do-High-Risk.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/StayHomeFromWork.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/sick-with-2019-nCoV-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/sick-with-2019-nCoV-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-What-You-Can-Do-High-Risk.pd
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-What-You-Can-Do-High-Risk.pd
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/wash-your-hands-fact-sheet-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/cloth-face-covering-building-entrance.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/cloth-face-covering-building-entrance.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/wash-your-hands-poster-english-508.pdf
https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/XhKGVYiiwTA/usef-covid-19-action-plan-for-operating
https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/XhKGVYiiwTA/usef-covid-19-action-plan-for-operating
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331764/WHO-2019-nCoV-Mass_Gatherings_Sports-2020.1-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331764/WHO-2019-nCoV-Mass_Gatherings_Sports-2020.1-eng.pdf


 
 

  



 
 

Great Meadow International Organizing Committee 
  

David O’Connor 

Co-Organizer 

Darrin Mollett 

Co-Organizer 

Steven Symansky Max Corcoran  

  

Donna Devadas  

  

Karen O’Connor 

Punkin Lee 

 

  



 
 

Officials 
 

Presidents of the Ground Jury 

2*-S - Mark Weissbecker Peter Gray 

3*-L & 3*-S - Amanda Miller 

4*-S - Peter Gray  

Members of the Ground Jury 

Sara Leary  

Helen Brettel 

Valerie Vizcarrondo 

Technical Delegate 

Gretchen Butts 

Assistant Technical Delegate/TD 2* 

Bobby Stevenson 

Cross Country Course Designer 

David O’Connor 

Show Jump Course Designer 

Christopher Barnard 

FEI Steward 

Dana Diemer 

Assistant FEI Stewards 

Kathy Barker 

Jeff Legg 

Veterinary FEI Delegate 

Eric Swinebroad, DVM 

Veterinary Services Manager 

Kent Allen, DVM 

  

Treating Veterinarians 

Abigail Velting 540-687-4663 

Dr Julia Peterson 832-298-1376 

  

Secretary/Scoring 

Steve Symansky  

  

Farrier  

Chris Suttle 540-878-9305 

 

Chief Medical Officer 

Robert Rodriguez 703-216-9027  

  



 
 

Course Builders 

Tyson Rementer Cross Country Design 

Levi Ryckewaert 

Jon Wells 

   



 
 

Volunteer Show Staff 

  

Dressage Captain: Sarah Dorsey Show Jump Captain: Max Corcoran  

Cross Country Captains: Dorry Gascon Safety Coordinator: Juliet Graham 

Tailgate Liaison: Barbara Snapp          V I P Liaison: Donna Devadas 

Volunteer Hospitality:  

Lindsay Cooley Swan 

Show and Stabling Office Captain 

Melinda Moore 

Cross Country Roping: Team O’Connor Secretary & Scoring: Steve Symansky  

COVID Coordinator: 

Barbara Snapp 

 

Volunteer Coordinator:  

Lindsay Cooley Swan 

 

 

  



 
 

Competitor Schedule of Events 

Tuesday, August 18    

           Stabling open by appointment. 

 8:00 AM TD and Asst TD Examine Course Upon Arrival 

 3pm - 4pm Ring Familiarization (Wednesday horses only) 

 3pm - 4:30pm    In Barn Exams 

   

Wednesday, August 19  

  10AM -3PM In Barn Exams 

 10:00 AM Stables Open 

 9 AM - 1:15PM   Dressage Ring Familiarization, Fleming Farm Arena (All 

horses) 

          1:40 PM Test Ride 2* 

 2:00 PM Start 2* Dressage 

 3:00 PM All XC courses open 

 3:30 PM 1st Horse Inspection 

 4:35 PM Finish 2* Dressage 

 4:30 - 6 PM Dressage Ring Familiarization, Fleming Farm Arena 

(Thursday horses only) 

 6:00 PM Official Briefing of Competitors, Official Opening of 

Course 

    



 
 

Thursday, August 20    

 7AM-11AM In Barn Exams 

 7:40 AM 3*-L Test Ride 4*-S Test Ride 

 8:00 AM 3*-L Dressage begins 

 8:00 AM 4*- S Dressage begins 

 9:45 AM 3* - L Dressage ends 

 10:15 AM 2* - S Dressage resumes 

 11:51 AM 4* - S Dressage ends 

 12:11 PM P Dressage begins 

 12:44 PM 2* Dressage lunch begins 

 1:44 PM 2* Dressage lunch ends 

 2:56 PM P Dressage A ends 

 3:11 PM P Dressage B starts 

 3PM - 5pm In Barn Exams 

 5:21 PM 2* Dressage ends 

 5:51 PM Rider Briefing with 3L/ 2S with Ground Jury and TD 
(Stables) 

 6:05 PM (or after Preliminary Dressage ends) - Ring 
Familiarization 1 ½ hours (Friday horses only) 

   

 

 



 
 

Friday, August 21   

   

 By Appointment - In Barn Exams 

 7:00 Start 3*-L Cross Country 

 7:36 AM Finish 3* - L Cross Country 

 8:06 AM Start 2*-S Cross Country 

 9:00 AM Start 3*-S Dressage 

 9:00 AM Start 4*-S Dressage 

 10:38 AM Start P Cross Country 

 12:59 PM Start 4*- S Lunch 

 1:07 PM Start 3* - S Lunch 

 1:59 PM Finish 4* - S Lunch 

 2:07 PM Finish 3* - S Lunch 

 4:36 PM Finish 4*- S Dressage 

 4:52 PM Finish 3*- S Dressage 

 5:22 PM Briefing with 4S/ 3S with Ground Jury and TD (Stables) 

   

Saturday, August 22   

 8:00 AM Start P SJ in inverse order of placing 

 8:00 AM Start 2* - S Trot Up 

 9:00 AM Start 3* L Trot Up 



 
 

 9:52 AM Start 2* - S SJ in inverse order of placing 

 12:20 PM Start 3* - S SJ 

 2:28 PM Start 3* - L SJ 

 3:22 PM Start 4* - S SJ 

 5:50 PM End SJ 

  

Sunday, August 23    

   

 9:00 AM Start 3*- S Cross Country 

 11:27 AM End 3* - S Cross Country 

 11:57 AM Start 4* - S Cross Country 

 3:39 PM End 4* - S Cross Country 

  



 
 

Practice and Warm-Up Areas Timetable 

How to contact the Chief Steward:  Dana Diemer 910 315 9902 

Gallop: The gallop area is on the polo field.  Open daily 7:00-12:00 and all day on 
Friday and Saturday.  Anybody wishing to use the gallop of must contact the Chief 
Steward. 

Exercise Areas. 

Polo Arena (see plan of site) is open for general exercise and working in until 7:00 
PM every day. 

The Fleming farm warmup will be open for riding to all until 30 minutes before 
the start of dressage.  

Ring Familiarization:  

Tuesday -  

3pm-4pm (Wednesday horses only)  

Wednesday -  

9am - 1:15pm - all horses  

4:30pm - 6pm - (Thursday horses only) 

Thursday -  

6pm - 7:30pm (Friday Horses)  

Lunging. 

Polo Warm Up Arena (see plan of site) is open for lunging (maximum three 
horses) during daylight hours.  

Jumping Exercise. 

Stewards to set the schedule. Times will be posted at barn/secretary office 

Warmup Arena 

During the dressage, the final warm-up ring is available to the next 2 horses only. 
The initial warm-up ring is available to the next 3 horses in the order. Bit check 



 
 
will be a visual with an FEI Steward. Pls have a halter handy in case the steward 
needs to look at a bit.  

Jumping Test. 

There will be four fences in the final collecting ring.  

  



 
 

Competitor FAQs 

Will there be a waitlist?   

If we receive more than 220 entries, we will start a waitlist.  Paid and complete 
entries will receive priority and unpaid entries will be placed on the waitlist in the 
order in which they were received. 

Is there a checklist of items that I need to provide? 

● Original XEntry 
● USEF/USEA COVID Entry 
● Great Meadow COVID Waiver 
● USEF/USEA Participant COVID Waiver (for anyone with you who is not 

competing) 
● Negative Coggins 

If any of these items are missing, the entry is considered incomplete and will be 
placed on the waitlist if one is created. 

Will there be a limitation on stalls? 

We will attempt to fulfill all stall and tack stall requests, however, we may not be 
able to fulfill requests received after August 10.   

How can I pay for my muck fees and ice/shavings? 

You can pay for ice/shavings via Venmo or CC; If credit card there is a CC fee.  You 
may also leave a blank check.  If you pay for your muck fee by Venmo, we will 
make a Venmo reversal if your stalls are mucked.  If you pay for your muck fee by 
blank check, we will tear up the check if your stalls are mucked. 

Where do I park if I am stabling and how do I access the stables? 

Each rider gets a carpass for Gate 2 and each horse gets 2 carpasses for Gate 2.   If 
a rider has 1 horse they get 3 -  one for the rider, one for groom and one for 
owner; If a rider has 2 horses they get 5 - one for the rider, one for each groom 
and one for each  owner; If a rider has 3 horses they get 7 - one for the rider, one 
for each groom and one for each  owner, etc. 

● Competitors park trailers in trailer parking (outside stabling) 

https://services.useventing.com/Services/Xentry/XentryRiderSelection.aspx
https://dc9d9fa8-2a0c-4080-bb72-4e8b6e483aa1.filesusr.com/ugd/3ee035_2b374c712db24f57afcdf2adfb8f576a.pdf
https://dc9d9fa8-2a0c-4080-bb72-4e8b6e483aa1.filesusr.com/ugd/3ee035_33523a8f359b494cb2e54d45e440ce52.pdf
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/forms-documents/usef-usea-waiver


 
 

● Competitors park cars on north rail (outside stabling) 

Is camping allowed? 

There is no camping at Great Meadow.  People may only stay overnight in self 
contained vehicles in the trailer parking area.  There are no hook ups. Johnny Blue 
Inc. will be available next Thursday through Sunday (7A-9A), for RV Services at 
Great Meadow. To schedule service, please send request with at least 24 Hours 
Notice to:  Info@johnnyblueinc.com. Please include your name & phone number. 
The driver will call to meet you for payment. $50.00 DUE AT THE TIME OF 
SERVICE, CASH ONLY. All RV Services will be scheduled after the porta-john 
services are completed. You will receive a confirmation email when your RV has 
been scheduled. 

Do I need to provide my own bridle and pinny number? 

No these items will be in your packet(s), however, replacements will not be 
available. 

What hospitality options are there for my guests, grooms, and owners? 

While MARSGMI traditionally has been a robust spectator-friendly venue, social 
distancing protocol will have this event looking just a bit different this year.  
Although we are unable to host the VIP tent as we have in the past, we are still 
able to offer a unique sponsor experience. 
  
We are pleased to offer a variety of sponsor tailgating experiences at a variety of 
price points. From a high-end VIP catered tailgate with a tailgate parking spot 
located right next to your tent to carpasses for your friends, we have something 
for everyone.  RIDERS RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT ON ALL OPTIONS. 
  
Please review the packages that are available as well as the COVID-19 protocol.  
Due to the change in set up, we are limited as to the number of individual tents 
we are able to provide, so please make your reservations as soon as possible. 
 
Consider asking your friends and family to participate as volunteers.  The 
volunteer sign up is here. 

 
Where can I find the most recent schedule? 

https://www.greatmeadowinternational.com/shop
https://www.greatmeadowinternational.com/copy-of-facility-map
https://www.eventingvolunteers.com/events/1198/signup


 
 
The schedule is available on the website under the competitor tab. It will be 
updated as often as is practical. 

Where can I get an order of go and results? 
 
There will be an order of go online on the website. Live scoring of individual and 
teams can be found on http://www.coursewalkapp.com/livescores. 
 
 Who is the Veterinarian for the show? 
  
Veterinarian: Virginia Equine Imaging: 540-687-4663 (office) 
Dr. Kent Allen: 571-246-1705  
Abigail Velting.   540-697-4663 
 
Who is the Farrier? 
  
Chris Suttle: 540-878-9305 
  
Where is there a Feed and Supplies store? 
  
Tri-County Feed, 7408 John Marshall Hwy, Marshall, VA 20115  Phone: (540) 
364-1891 
  
Tractor Supply in Marshall, 4203 Old Stockyard Rd, Marshall, VA 20115  Phone: 
(540) 364-1583 
  
May I bring a scooter, golf cart or moped? 
  
We will allow scooters, carts and mopeds on the grounds to be driven only on 
gravel lanes. NEVER ON THE RACE COURSE OR XC COURSE.  These vehicles must 
be parked in designated parking areas only. 
 
Are dogs allowed? 
  
Yes, dogs are permitted for this event.  For the safety of our horses, riders and 
spectators please keep pets on a leash at all times. 
  
Where can I get more shavings or ice? 
  

https://www.greatmeadowinternational.com/rider-schedule
http://www.coursewalkapp.com/livescores.


 
 
Each rider will receive 1 bag of shavings per stall.  Any additional shavings are 
available in the stabling area for a fee of $8/bag.  Ice is available for purchase in 
the stabling area for $5 as well as at The Corner Store across the street from the 
Great Meadow show grounds and the gas stations listed above. 
 
 Who should I contact if I have any questions during the week? 
  
You may call. Melinda Moore. 703-328-6173 
 
What are the COVID Protocols in place for this event? 
 
You can view our COVID protocols and information about COVID by viewing the 
COVID Updates on the website. 
  

https://www.greatmeadowinternational.com/copy-of-facility-map


 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 


